Hymn – beautiful, interesting words – selected to start my sermon for a number of reasons:
· I enjoy the melody, its overall sound, and the words of the verses
· God is depicted in profound sense of mystery – yet makes self known in life

· a consistent direction – God comes to US – all about grace – Lutheran concept
· the phrase “for every child of earth”

· liberal, lavish love of God

· the nature of faith is well seen in nature of child

Gospel reading – 1st part of Mark in which Jesus is making himself known


lots of teaching and healing


challenge to “see and hear”


series of three “super-divine” actions:

· quieting of a storm – God’s word speaks and brings peace in midst of chaos

· restoring to good thinking the man with a legion of demons – calm, clear

· today’s reading – unique literary style of “story within a story”


what comes next is that Jesus expands his inclusive ministry into non-Jewish area


breaking boundaries is a most common aspect of Mark

Some aspects of today’s reading – the story within a story


contrasts:

· socially/religiously prominent Jairus – unnamed/unclean woman (inclusive)
· formal request – woman “sneaks” a touch (God’s grace happens in great variety)

similarities

· crowd and disciples oblivious – don’t understand what is happening or who Jesus is

· profound emotional struggles – fear and faith

· 12 years – life began and problems began (a suggestive number for new things)
· Jesus breaks barriers and brings about miraculous changes

· two phrases: “faith has restored/saved you” “do not fear; only believe”

Two ideas to lift up:

· Look around!  Are there miracles happening that we do not notice because of the crush of life around us?  Take some time to see and imagine and observe.

· Look ahead!  Are we so sure of what we think that we might laugh off or ignore the possibility of what God might actually be able to do in the midst of our lives or within our communities?
Wanted to take a few minutes to focus on miracles happening in our midst


worship: God comes to us in gathering/word/meal/sending – yes, God meets us here


sacraments: common elements mingle with God’s word as we gather in worship



baptism – God comes to make us his own, new birth, new life, new empowerment



communion – God comes to continually nourish us in faith and life


It’s all about God’s action – God’s grace – do we remember? Do we see?  Look around!


Our use of the means of grace: worship, word & sacraments – the treasures of the church

Now in particular – communion for ALL the baptized

When I was interviewed last year I spoke of this increasing sense regarding communion

you need to know… I’ll challenge you to consider “how graceful are the means of grace?”

I inquired and asked for a council position


they adopted what the ELCA promotes – inclusive invitation to communion as with baptism
I’ve let this be known and extended the invitation – all ages

For what reasons would we withhold communion?  



primary objection – do children understand?



Luther’s catechism – page 1166 – who receives this sacrament worthily?

…a person who has faith in these words, “given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of sins” is really worthy and well-prepared…


Luther emphasizes the “for you” part… 



God’s grace and love is for you… 



this bread and wine is for you…

In 1997 (12 years ago) the ELCA adopted a statement on the practice of word and sacrament


“The Use of the Means of Grace”


forthright statement – for all the baptized, for all ages
Application
37c Baptized children begin to commune on a regular basis at a time determined through mutual conversation that includes the pastor, the child, and the parents or sponsors involved, within the accepted practices of the congregation.

want to avoid two things:


reducing the Lord's Supper to an act effective by its mere performance without faith


narrowing faith to intellectual understanding of Christ's presence and gifts.
Some challenges:


a number of parents and some have decided to include their children in communion


a barrier has been broken – act of grace


important to have ongoing teaching


certain discomfort – tradition, fear/faith 


pragmatic – children removed (education), used to “withholding” (trained early)


distribution – how to determine – wine



tempted to change my question to “May he/she receive communion”


how we think determines much about what we do

Close with a story I recently read


Claiming an Inclusive Faith for Christians Who Are Both Liberal and Evangelical


a couple of pages 141-143
With these two things on our minds (Look around, look ahead) we sing Hymn #526


hear the words and statements


think of the miracles that happen whenever “God is Here!”
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