May 3, 2009 – 4th Sunday of Easter
A lot of focus on “Shepherd” today


care/ protect/guide/model

describes relationship of God with God’s people


describes nature of Jesus – character, inclination, REAL life – model 

serves to illustrate and demonstrate God’s nature… what we are called to live out



belief in Jesus is meant to be for everyday life – real life

Interim time (care/protect/guide/model)


1) worship God, today, next week, music (songs, liturgy settings), leadership

2) community life – to live out the mission of cong. (love each other)


3) Reach out to all



call process – who are we, where are we going


consider how a vision for ministry might connect with St. John’s mission/vision

Rick Warren – (Purpose Driven Life) John 3:16… people forget about I John 3:16

catchy – made me wonder – I obviously remembered


coincidence of numbering process… but a good idea

Gospel of John


late – well developed church, theology (high sense of divinity of Jesus… total control)


still… a reaction to the world – not easy to be people of faith (contention – 1st reading)

two main “points”



1) primary aspect of faith: Jesus is God in life – to believe (water/wine, conclusion)


2) gospel experienced in real life – community – to love as…


easy to forget “who we are and whose we are”


individual and community



connect between our love for each other and God’s love for us in Christ


it is a lifestyle to which we are called

Yes, we know what we “preach”


it needs to be integrated into what we DO


It is by THIS that we know God and know who we are as God’s people

Recently – funeral service – reminded people of hope in eternal life – image of “rooms in house”


“Abiding” places – “if it were not so would I go and prepare a place for you?”


part of the gospel of John



believe in God, believe also in me


questioned – “I am the way, truth, life”

A theologian says about I John – “dwelling in eternal life with God not a promise for the future only, but a promise for the present as well.”

Like a shepherd calling sheep by name to follow and live in the ways modeled, shown by shepherd… WE are called as well to live in the love of Christ.
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