2nd Sunday of Easter – same reading every year – the rest of the Sundays vary each of 3 years
A favorite since seminary – engage our intellectual aspects – validate process of doubt


Whereas many describe doubt as contrary to faith, it can be a means to mature/owned faith


modern world produces much to challenge what we believe



some would envision such challenge as a threat



young people often forced to choose between naïve, simplistic faith or challenges



life’s losses/pains can trigger faith crisis, esp. when faith hasn’t been well tested




notion of God being in control of all things – events have intentional meaning




tsunami event – society’s changing norms

The engagement of faith, life, learning, challenge can move us to a place like Thomas



“my Lord and my God”

The Thomas stories remain as favorites – to test, challenge, reform to new integrity of self
Thought I’d ponder other interpretations – “appreciations” – of the text


The word “doubt” itself is not biblically connected with Thomas – “interpretive” process


The Matthew resurrection story is an amplification of the all-too-short Mark story



early church clearly struggling with various “explanations” for resurrection’s falseness



When the disciples saw resurrected Jesus “they worshipped him, but some doubted”


The gospel of John written much later and seems to personify this doubt with Thomas

John’s gospel has the most character in the stories of how people respond to risen Jesus

Mary, Peter, “beloved” disciple, disciples, Thomas


general reactions of fear – constricts their perception of resurrection


fear is broken – turns to joy – story moves to embrace peace, spirit, community


prompted to continue carrying out the mission begun by Jesus – to BE body of Christ

Thomas – not so much “doubt” as definite and emphatic conditions for believing

“if-then” approach toward faith (very Greek logic sounding)


If conditions not met he will not believe


we replicate Thomas’ folly of conditional faith as we establish for Christ HOW Christ needs 



to operate in our lives, fit into out conceptions – personal or sentimental theologies

we ground our faith in theological constructs that demand from God



different from wondering what God does in Jesus Christ and through Holy Spirit

Do the events meet Thomas’ expectations?  What were they again… and what happened?


Jesus becomes apparent… mirrors Thomas’ expectations – see, touch, place


The translated text says “do not doubt, but believe”



Rather – “do not generate in you a-belief (anti-believing) but belief” – a kind of choice


not chastise sounding as much as encouraging toward mature believing in risen Jesus


Thomas does not now have same expectations – and Jesus offers the encouraging word


confession of faith – My Lord and my God (the Lord of me and the God of me)


new integrity of self as he encounters the risen Jesus

Response to the reality of Easter – believing not about proof or having conditions met

believing not a matter of “seeing” but something different – personal reformation


blessed are those who have not seen and come to believe – integrity of self



latter early church – no more first hand witnesses – a faith passed on – new maturity

It is what we continue to proclaim – so that you, “believing, may have life in his name”
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