Holy Week – Easter – a time in which we focus a lot on ultimate things… life/death

passion of Christ – enter into the awfulness of human dealings


face to face with human frailty


contend with tenuous aspects of life


recall a physician – witness of death… individual life exists and then doesn’t

But – not stuck there to reside in despair – to proclaim “ending”


Holy week – Easter also a time to recall the witness of God’s people


stories of old – the work of God in life to create and renew


to connect with the present, the “mundane”, the everyday

moved to observe the work of God in our midst

Gospel of Mark presented over the past five weeks


to see the whole of the work, the wider themes, the inter-working of stories


we listen as people of faith, having the proclamation of Jesus – Son of God –  LIVES


the beginning and the ending of the gospel come together



the skies are “torn” and voice declares who Jesus is



the centurion voices the same while the curtain is “torn”




at the death of Jesus, people come to the crux of the matter




at the death of Jesus, God does the remarkable – destroys any barrier




if we even begin to realize what is going on we are awed and amazed


yet, the work of God in Christ continues to unfold to something new

Story of the women – unsettling – added endings


what was heard today seems to be in keeping the overall sense of gospel


the women intend to carry out the normal, mundane – expression of grief and care


concerned/troubled about the obstacles – the stone – like ordinary life for us


stone turns out to be no trouble at all – it has been moved away


mourning is transformed into discovery… of what God has done… is doing


a new trouble emerges with discover and observation of God’s action



he is not here – he is raised (doesn’t fit into expectations)



go and tell – return to places of life and ministry – you will see him


they flee – terror and amazement – said nothing for they were afraid


the action of God and the news about it differ from expectation



“if one even begins to comprehend…”


Yet even THAT does not impede God’s w\ork in Christ in life and human reality

A devotional thought: 
Easter reminds us that what we are invited to see is the wonder of life announced by God. Yet we worry over the rocks in our way. The good news is that God desires that we hear, trust and believe, that we learn to trust the wonder God provides, that we move beyond our fears and doubts, that we experience life through Christ our risen Lord.
Easter touches us individually, reshapes thinking, opens possibility, informs present and future

Easter insert itself into community life and makes us into the people of God

Never at an end but always at new beginning
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