Maundy Thursday – 2009
Focused briefly on the psalms during the Sundays of Lent


invited a few ministry assistant people to share thoughts – appreciated (how BIG is God)

I will focus on today’s Psalm 116 for Maundy Thursday
Personal Psalm


single voice – first person


upbeat and hopeful – not remorsful agonizing over sin


lectionary skips over the personal story of rescue in answer to psalmist’s prayer


public declaration of psalmist’s love for God – thankful promises
First words draw me to college days – a friend who created a song

he spoke of his own rescue – personal witness in word and action

his love for God was obvious, as was his response to God’s grace – love: self and others

impact on campus – impact on my life
Two main topics in Psalm 116


why the Psalmist loves God – God acted, was present, rescued

how he plans to show gratitude

Appropriate for today – Maundy (mandate: to love as Jesus demonstrated)


washing – Peter (GET TO wash some stinky feet) – demonstrate hospitality and care


Psalmist “commands” himself to respond to God’s rescue with the love of God he observed

Words about love


the word has many, many meanings



I love my wife and family



I love hiking



I love chips and onion dip



I love to read stories



I love helping people learn and grow in life and faith

Now, I love these various things to varying degrees in terms of my life and living



level of profound appreciation and feeling 


level of commitment to – choice regardless of feeling – primary loves


level of making the object of my love the purpose for life – willingness to enhance


The psalmist combines a commitment to enrich an ongoing relationship with deep affection


God heard my voice – my cry for mercy (Lord, save me… Hosanna!)



God inclined his ear (listened) in action – Shama


review of Psalm 116 – the plight and God’s response… psalmist’s response “back”

Psalmist ponders: When I think of God’s gracious love… what shall I do?


I know… I will love the Lord (verse 1)


I know… I know, I will “repay” the Lord for all the good things God has done for me (12)

I know… I will fulfill my vows in the presence of all God’s people (14)
I will offer the “sacrifice of thanksgiving”… and call on the name of the Lord (17)

choice to love – God and others


mandate – made known by action and behavior


choice – regardless of feeling


foundational principle for life – directed to God, self and others
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