Lent 4 – Wednesday – Sermon Notes – March 25, 2009

Numbers – I don’t claim good insight to the stories

I can’t reconcile the nature of the stories with walk-of-faith

God “sets” the serpents upon the people – a surface aspect of the story

Larger context – Elohist 


Rather fanciful (dreams, talking donkey)


Consistent attitudes since Exodus


Whining, complaining – manna, quails, water


Leadership issues – usurping, the “seventy” and “others”


Another big one – the Calf – “I threw gold into the fire and out came this calf”


Actually some great humor in context of serious issues 
Task to connect reading to life – church life – thought of some interesting correlations

· Envy – not fair
not getting what one wants – always a problem… what to do with that
· Challenge of freedom – struggle and some chaos – frustration of leadership
past becomes something other than it was (better)

· Anger and Outrage – contemporary qualities of current life
(Friedman, Bowen – Societal Regression)
Black and White – Age of Quick Fix – less responsibility for self – blame 
Contention while seeking “safety” and eveness
· Maturity not evident – immature behavior (maturity is hard)
· We want to paint a rosy picture of the life of faith (shouldn’t happen – but does)
College – confident prayer – but problems when it doesn’t appear to work out
Tsunami – a severe challenge to a “fair God”
Something else is important – larger pictures of life and action of God

· The story is about a people stuck between promise and fulfillment
“Bondage with security and resources seems preferable to freedom and living from one oasis to another”

See general problem – focus on Covenant – what God promises – a land (current conflict)
“The promise has been spoken, but who can live by words alone?”  

“The hope has been proclaimed but the horizon keeps disappearing in the sandstorms.”

“Trust in God turns into recalcitrance and resentment.”

“Faith erodes with the dunes.”

“Judgment becomes invited into to share one’s tattered tent”… but it becomes a curse (snakes).

Consequences must be lived with – but it isn’t the end of the story… divine healing is provided for a poisoned community – serpent on a pole (no, I don’t claim to “get it” but have thoughts)

Need for optimism and confidence that reflects actually held perspective that God renews… God sustains… AND God creates a people out of those who ARE no people.

Inspired by the story of Jesus in the wilderness (as amplified by writer of Luke)

Inspired by the story of Nicodemus’ conversation w/Jesus – John 3 – serpent (prelude to 3:16)

Inspired by Paul’s writing to Ephesians


We are FREE TO BE – free to Love


It isn’t that we have to, we GET to
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