Lent 2 – Wednesday – Sermon Notes – March 11, 2009

Priestly Writer – Exile time, struggle with failure, where is God in this ruin
Abram (great father)


75 years – leaves Haram with Sarai & Lot for Canaan


He and Lot split up – possessions so great – sign of blessings

Sarai bore no children – less than full life – failure 

Ten years later (85) – Sarai presents Hagar to Abram as wife – adapt to failure


Hagar bears Ishmael – “God listens” (but not really the fullness God has in mind)
Now 99 (Ishmael is 13 – age of becoming adult – Abraham needs to face certain realities

God’s name – El Shaddai – “God” the “All-Sufficient-One”  

Promise – Covenant – father of a great set of nations / tumultuous – Abraham 


Some irony (hardly a father) – he and Sarai are “too old” (tried to “fix” this)

God’s pronounced covenant appears to be a failure and hopeless

God continues to speak – also expectation of response: be circumcised (clear but hidden)


Next generations – males circumcised at 8 days to be so marked as one of God’s people


In doing this… “So shall my covenant be an everlasting covenant”

All God’s action – human response of faithfulness in face of seemingly impossible reality

Some wonderfully earthly humor


Ironic names: Abraham, El Shaddai  (breast, mountain) “nurturer”


“too old” – an answer to the congregation’s small child population


(father-in-law was less than 20 years younger)


Own efforts to adapt into promise – not quite God’s own – something greater needed

Ishmael will be blessed also – heritage of Islamic world


But Israel is established in God’s covenant through Isaac (laughter)

Next part of the story after God’s declarations is response


All are circumcised



Sarah bears Isaac – and response at 8 days (at 100 years – depicting remarkable blessings)

New beginning to the unfolding to create a new people-of-God

Message of hope to those in failure and exile

Whenever we face the strongly negative odds – failure 

God continues to be faithful within lives of God’s people


Yes… use one’s creative capacities – even when insufficient


And watch for how God’s blessings emerge from within circumstances
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