Standing in the Glory

A literal read of Jesus' ascension presents an image common to both pop culture and classical art—Jesus, kind-looking, stands halfway up in the air with arms outstretched, clouds at his feet, and a brilliant blue sky for a backdrop. 
Whether we read this literally or not, it is an awe-inspiring scene, full of power and majesty. 
It's easy to picture ourselves with the disciples, staring up at Jesus' coat-tails like onlookers at a fireworks display. 
But we miss the point if all we do is stand amazed in the glory and don't hear Jesus' words.

Jesus' glory – faithful life and ministry… but also for ongoing… 
When Jesus says right before his ascension that the disciples are to be his witnesses, he's gives to them the tasks he had on earth—glorifying the Father by doing God’s work.

What is this work? 
It's not what the disciples expected—they were still looking for Jesus to restore the kingdom to Israel. 
To know God intimately…

To live in such a way that people know we know God…

To give people the opportunity of eternal and complete life through a relationship with God.

We don't often have angels appear to us.

We characterize the disciples as having those powerful experiences.

Regardless, we are asked in walk of faith what we're doing.

We are reminded of what and where our task is. 
So, we hear the question… "Why do you stand looking up?" 
It continues to be time to get to work… to DO.
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