A friend of mine in the ministry would frequently use what I think to be an interesting term when talking about the Bible.
When referring to or teaching about the Old Testament he would use the term or phrase: “Macro-Stories”.

To understand this, think about the term “Macro”.

It is the opposite of “Micro”.

Micro is about things very small… as might be seen by a microscope.

Macro is about things very large in scope or scale… as might be seen in a telescope… or macro-scope.

The arena of physics illustrates well the amazing difference and close relationship of micro and macro.

In our modern day and age we can examine and work with incredibly tiny things.

I led an outdoor wedding some years ago for a friend of my daughter.
I remember the wedding for two reasons…

First, a rather sad moment occurred when the groom’s family shared some personal family thoughts, which included the very recent death of the groom’s father, whose last name – Salmon – was carried into the wedding event as a new name for the bride.

(I thought it an interesting last name… I hadn’t heard it before… Salmon.)

Tears were flowing; grief was apparent… not typical for a wedding but an occasional reality.
I picked up the service after the intense grief of the family’s sharing… 

Hmmm… how does one acknowledge the sadness of the moment while also moving again toward the celebration of the wedding event?

Once I stated some soothing, assuring thoughts, and it seemed the intensity of the feelings played out a bit, I shifted focus back to the wedding itself.

I mused about how interesting things were at the moment… to be gathered in this way at a picturesque lakeshore… and to be watching a young couple in the swimming area just in front of us sort of frolicking about rather romantically in the water (leaping, splashing, playing) like a couple of fish-in-love… and to be celebrating the wedding of the couple before us whose last name would be… Salmon.
Yes, I know… a terrible pun… but it brought out some relieving laughter from the tears and helped people to draw back to the specific celebration of life and relationships while also seeing some of the larger realities of life.

The second thing I remember so vividly about the wedding is that Joan and I joined another family at a table for the reception dinner.

It was a couple who are both professors of micro-physics at the University of Wisconsin.

I inquired about his current work and he informed me that he recently invented what he called an atom-probe.

Now THAT is something of the micro world of existence that is new to me, to be able to probe atoms.

My imagination had fun with what an atom probe might be.

The physical sciences deal with the smallest things of existence and life.

They also attend to the largest things of life… the macro arena of astrophysics, the study of the cosmos… stars… galaxies… universe.

And interestingly, the micro and macro studies of physics have a way of going hand-in-hand with one another, informing each other with relative new understanding and awareness.
Well, I suppose I should get back to my sermon…
My colleague in ministry that I mentioned a few moments ago would frequently talk about what he called the “Macro-Stories” of the Old Testament.

A macro-story is an Old Testament story that is specific… but one that pervades the overall thinking of many or most of the other biblical stories.

Two significant macro-stories of the Old Testament are the Exodus from Egypt and the Exile in Babylon event-stories… “Ex marks the spot”… Exodus… Exile.
Today’s first reading depicting the lead-in to the giving of the Ten Commands emerges out of the first macro-story, the Exodus… and it speaks to current life, whatever it might be.

An Old Testament professor from whom I learned much tells of the impact this specific reading had on his own theological education.

I stated that when HE was in seminary, he recalled only one assignment which involved memorization of Scripture.

It was one of his Old Testament professors who required his students to memorize verses in today’s first reading.

Clearly, his professor considered these verses to be fundamental to ministry and life… and my professor states his ongoing appreciation of this passage.
The words he memorized were these…


4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine,  6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites."

These short verses cause one to remember one the macro-stories of the Old Testament… the story of the God miraculously delivering the people of God from the slavery and captivity in Egypt: the Exodus… and, using metaphorical language, to remember who one is: treasured individuals who are part of God’s own holy nation.

Here is the first reading’s setting…

After God powerfully set his people free from bondage, they made their way through the desert wilderness to camp at the foot of Mount Sinai.

It is here that the newly rescued people would receive a word from God about what it means to BE the people of God… the law of God depicting how to live toward wholeness in community… the Ten Commandments.
These verses recognize that God has already acted to establish a relationship with God’s people.

The words are not ABOUT these people… but direct “I-You” language… God speaks directly to them…
“You have seen what I did… how I bore you… and brought you to myself… etc.”

This word from God begins with a reminder of what God has done for God’s people.

It is the literal reminder of the event: what I did to the Egyptians… and a metaphorical depiction: how I bore you on eagles’ wings…

In that metaphor, we see the grand image of an eagle bearing its own young ones on its wings… a magnificent image of caring strength and power, soaring to incredible heights. 
All of this sets up the notion that there are also expected responses to the action of God… the need to respond to God’s directive… the need to keep God’s covenant in everyday life.

The macro-story of the Exodus is not about long-gone, meaningless history… it is the retelling of an ancient story that brings God’s reality and action into the present… even if in the face of new struggles or present forms of captivity or suffering.

The people of God who were formed into the nation of Israel never got over who they were and from where they came.

They needed to be reminded of this identity, not just during the days of their monarchy… the kingdom of David and Solomon… and not just during the time of their other macro-story… the Exile.

This macro-story was carried with them as they were restored to be a people again after the terrible ordeal of the Exile in Babylon.

They carried the story with them when later forced to be scattered among the other nations of the world, losing their identity as a nation living in their own land.
The macro-story of today’s first reading was carried by Jewish people throughout the nearly twenty centuries of having no central nation… right up to the modern reality, the formation of the 20th century’s new nation… modern Israel.

It is a powerful story… God’s promises to God’s people on the one hand.

And, on the other hand, the responses of God’s people to BE God’s people… to act like God’s people.

These things and remembering these things have incredible power of new creation and new possibility.

This is a good word for us to hear again… in our own time… and to apply the words of the first reading very personally to ourselves and to our community of faith.
Even with the micro/macro event of this week’s flooding experience… the word of the first reading speaks encouragement and hope… God tells us,
“Remember how I’ve acted in the past?  How I saved?  How I created anew?  How I acted from within suffering to bring about new blessing and wholeness to my people?  How I bore you through those times?”
We are reminded that the relationship with God exists… always… it is never overcome by circumstances, struggle, suffering… God endures and God’s relationship with us endures.

We are reminded that God has acted before and that God is acting even now.

We are reminded that God calls us to act like the people of God, a holy nation, a priestly kingdom, called to high ideals for life and community living.

Through all of this, God brings tremendous blessing.

And, of course, we are called to speak these encouraging words to one another and to the world of which we are a part.

We have promise that we are, like the people of the first reading, treasured possessions of God… each individually and all of us together in community.

This good news – well told in another macro-story, the story of Jesus and his love – this good news propels us through the struggles and suffering into new blessings by God and wholeness as God’s people in community.
We are empowered to rise up as people of God… as saints of God… even in the face of despair itself, as heirs of God’s baptismal grace, God’s word of hope is proclaimed.
Those of some words of the hymn we now sing together… number 383… Rise Up O Saints of God.
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