Justin Martyr

Early Christian Apologist – greatest between Apostles and Irenaeus – martyred
Born of pagan Greek parents in Samaritan territory – 100 to 110 CE

Studied philosophy in Ephesus – learned of O. T. prophets – became Christian

Taught Christian philosophy and is in Rome by mid 2nd century

High intellectual capacity – conversant in philosophies


Reconciles faith and reason


“Christianity fulfills highest aspirations of Plato”


“Paganism finds truth studying O.T. and independent revelation”

Defends Christianity to emperor Antoninus and Roman Senate – 165 CE

Plenty of persecutions – dangerous arena to defend Christian faith and practice


Earliest “extant” apologetic writing of second century – much lost


Precious testimony to primitive Christian liturgy and belief – 1st Apology

Provides explanations – basic understandings – pervades Christian thought

CHAPTER LXVII -- WEEKLY WORSHIP OF THE CHRISTIANS. 

And we afterwards continually remind each other of these things.

And the wealthy among us help the needy; and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are supplied, we bless the Maker of all through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. 
And on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as time permits. 
Then, when the reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good things. 
Then we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread and wine and water are brought, and the president in like manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to his ability, and the people assent, saying Amen.

And there is a distribution to each, and a participation of that over which thanks have been given, and to those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons. 
And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; and what is collected is deposited with the president, who cares for the orphans and widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and those who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of all who are in need. 
But Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day on which God, having wrought a change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Savior on the same day rose from the dead. 
For He was crucified on the day before that of Saturn (Saturday); and on the day after that of Saturn, which is the day of the Sun, having appeared to His apostles and disciples, He taught them these things, which we have submitted to you also for your consideration. 

Message – One Who Acknowledges God
“What you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.” (from lesson)

Rabbi – when teaching the faith – whisper the message to his students


Not out of shame – awe, love, respect for the word he spoke

Something wonderful about the practice

Text lifts up the opposite side of the coin


Our Lord tells us to turn up the volume – turn whispers to shouts


Like the car with the huge speakers – How will people know?

Counselors from camp led a Sunday service in a congregation - Michigan

Confession of Faith – asked to “shout” it out


Challenge to people to be more open, excited, unafraid in witness of faith


Lord’s Prayer at our own camps – whispers to shouts (maybe later here)

People were uncomfortable – complained about the “irreverent” request

“Whispering” much more comfortable

It would serve church well if followers of Jesus were less controlled, stifled about sharing

Faith is life for the person to whom you speak

Human life – all human life – valuable in sight of God

God knows of the fallen sparrow – how much more does God know the person


God “counts the hairs on one’s head – easier all the time (analogy… but)


Amazing concept for me when I think about it – especially in enlarging universe

Human life is valuable… including the life of the one to whom you speak

Will that person hear from you good news… reflection of God’s reality and way?
God cares for that person – you care for the person – shout the words of faith

Have no fear – for God cares and in that care you are safe and secure
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