A few weeks ago, when planning worship, I thought I’d try to write today’s sermon prior to my being gone for a week.
Nope – didn’t come together.

Then, while vacationing, I considered the readings for today, wondering if thoughts would coalesce during the week.

Nope – Didn’t happen.

Great readings – just not sure what I’d do with them.

So, yesterday, we returned… went to the office… mail… reentry…

Still not a particular sense of readings

And, last night, I attended the ordination service of our synod’s newest pastor.

Interesting experience… saw people from my first interim (Tomahawk)… together people and friends of my congregation in Stevens Point (same time: 1995)
Youngest was a little kid who cried on my last day there who now has graduated from college… different place and different time

Thought about readings for today along with words of last night.

Brought again to fundamentals… foundation… core mission…

Reminded of a Peter story… do you love me?

Song from beginning of college… when clear on core mission one is empowered to “Rise, let us go”

Wore my red stole – roots… ordained life… places of ministry… couldn’t have predicted… hope and trust of being faithful in ongoing choices... called again and again to consider core mission
First reading – about choices… about mission… foundations… consequences… unfolding future

Choices we make… create who we are and what we become
We have ongoing opportunities to reflect core mission… or something different… what wisdom and attitudes will prevail?

Gospel parable… wise person building a house… kid song… rock
Kids… passing on the life of faith into next generations…

Photos on wall downstairs… (first reading)
thinking about current challenges… 
specifics of building and projects… 
focus points in summer… 

Yet, what is foundational?  Core Mission of St. John’s?

Survival? Maintenance? Mission? (easy to lose track of this but it provides the framework for life and being)
Been in such circumstances before…
Christ Lutheran, St. Paul… decline or respond to new mission?
Zion, St. Ignace… Generational change? 
What is the calling of St. John’s on Main Street now and future… important to consider carefully is core mission, especially now
Need to pay attention to choices and consequences… not so much strategic building issues… but the people… relationships… body of Christ
Draw together, as in worship… BE the body of Christ in ways that enhance relational health and body vitality… 

Attend to core mission… foundational centers… reasons for BEING

Recall… as hymns remind “The Church’s One Foundation”, If you but Trust in God to Guide You”, “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”
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