I had an interesting experience yesterday.
I went to see a movie in a theater.

I’m not a big movie-theater person and attend showings only a few times a year at most.

But, a movie based on the second Narnia book by C.S. Lewis, Prince Caspian, was just released by Disney as a sequel to The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.
There is a background to my viewing of the movie yesterday.

I’ve been thinking about the scripture readings for this Trinity Sunday; we just heard them read aloud.

I found myself pondering possible parallels of the movie with the readings for today.

I wouldn’t want to write and defend a thesis on some of my thoughts… but at least I found them interesting.

The thoughts I derived are numerous  and I can only touch on a few of them during this sermon time.

To begin, the Chronicles of Narnia are a series of books written by the English professor, C. S. Lewis… who was a critical and imaginative thinker of the early and mid-20th Century.

He was a skeptic, one who doubted (not unlike some of the disciples of our gospel story) and even dismissed things of faith a myth.
Being a specialist on mythology, his scholarly insights became the portal through which he viewed the Christianity of the church… and he indeed saw Christian faith as a kind of mythology.

His training in philosophy continued to sharpen his capacity to think about life, history, humanity, suffering and possibility.

In time… his skeptical journey brought him to profound faith in which it is said he “converted” to Christianity in 1931… and he began his twenty five years of Christian writing.

The Chronicles of Narnia were written in the early 1950’s, reflecting post-WWII perspective.
Yes, they are fanciful children’s writings… but I’ve always experienced them as profound books on theology written in the whimsical manners of interesting children’s stories… and I have appreciated them as such since I first read them thirty years ago.

Some of my primary concepts of faith and life emerge from or are supported by these children’s novels… so I wanted to see the just-released movie.
Again, before going to see the movie, recognize that I was mulling over the Scripture readings for the day… and thinking about overall concepts of God, since this is Trinity Sunday, the theme of which is primary in our Christian theology.

Today’s readings include three really BIG ones to our life of faith.
The first is one of the Old Testament creation stories, Genesis 1, that continues to be held central in the whole creationism/evolution debates.

The seven-day story tends to be regarded as THE biblical understanding of God and creation, even though it was a story which emerged from a specific historical context with some specific purposes in the background of the story… and is not the only concept of creation theology in the bible.

Those who have attended the Wednesday Bible study have been looking at this reading in the past couple weeks, comparing it to another creation story (Genesis 2 & 3) written at a time in Jewish history nearly five centuries earlier than Genesis 1.

We’ve considered the nature of these two stories, pondering questions that are new for many… but are not new for Christian scholarship.

(You’re welcomed to join us again on Wednesday for the third of this 3-week introduction to literary sources of the Bible.)

The Second reading gives us words we have been using for many years to begin our worship…  “13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.” (…didn’t we hear that already today?)
Yes, it hints at our concept of Trinity… the three in one… Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

But, as one commentator writes about this phrase, “Calling on this phrase to prove or explain the doctrine of the Trinity [will give results that] almost certainly will not be pretty.”

(The focus points of this well-known phrase seem to be grace, love, and community rather than providing a solid Trinitarian formula.)

One more word on the second reading… and it connects well with the movie I viewed last night… right before this well-known farewell phrase is this expression… “Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you…”

These are powerful reminders of our mission to live in healthy community with one another as we are living out faith, re-presenting Christ to the world.

And the third reading for today… the concluding words of the Gospel of Matthew… a post-resurrection of Jesus to his followers in which we hear what is often called the “Great Commission” of the church… 


19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

And, of course, that very phrase – Father, Son, Holy Spirit – is a foreign phrase to the historical Jesus but familiar to the early church from which the writing of Matthew emerges.

That always reminds me of a joke I told in my first interview with a congregation… but it depends on the older King James translation of “remember” to the exclamation “Lo, I am with you…”.
The joke is that my a husband and wife were discussing means of travel… how the husband enjoyed flying and feeling the soaring sensations, feeling like he’s closer to God “up there”.

(It is like my son, who wrote a short email to me this week… saying simply in the heading, “I want one” and giving me a link to the rocket-man video… a guy wearing wings and small jet engines on his back flying among the alps.

The wife, who doesn’t like flying, responds… “But, that’s not biblical… I think we’re closer to God when we drive a car… after all, it says right in Matthew… ‘Lo, I will be with you…’”

Well… I didn’t say it was a GOOD joke… 

But, it does illustrate how we have a way of interpreting scripture as a means to reflect our fears or to support our dogmatic ideas.

And, in many ways, that is what we do with all three of the readings before us today.
What I thought about most in viewing the movie last night was the challenges we have in everyday community life and in the passage of time to figure out how to live together well, in ways that promote health and wholeness in community and individual with all the changes.
The constant reality in life is difference… difference of opinion, of ways to view things, of wants-needs-hopes-desires… and how do we realize these things when the differences become significant and things are not predictable.

One of the phrases of the Christ-figure of the movie (the lion) is something like, “things do not happen the same way twice.”

That caught my attention.

That somehow reflects the realm of God’s reality in a profound way.

New creation constantly breaks forth… of course, based upon previous realities, but unique in each circumstance and each turning of time.

For us who hold a Trinitarian concept of God, this reflects something about the work of the Spirit in new creation.

Life itself springs forth with delight and wonder-filled newness.

And… there are forces and actions which seem to confound our joy and trouble us… and challenge us to discover new ways.

For instance, our well-balanced world has been rocked by three recent (what I call) “burps of nature”… an earthquake in China, a volcano in Chili, and a hurricane in SE Asia.
All were hugely threatening… but they are also relatively insignificant events in larger schemes of the earth.

Our community lives face such challenges as well to its well-being, hugely threatening events and forces that threaten us, that seem to rob life and diminish vitality.

Congregations face these kinds of challenges; families face them.

We are reminded by the movie that nothing remains the same for long and that things do not happen the same way twice.

But through all of this… God continues to act… in newly creative ways… bringing about new wholeness and life possibility.

In the past few years… consider the past ten or fifteen, St. John’s has undergone many changing forces that have seemed threatening and diminishing, yet, its life as the people of God continues.

God continues to move and act, perhaps in unexpected, surprising ways.

Some of those ways and congregational experiences are alarming, threatening, life-sapping.

The congregation’s makeup has changed; it isn’t the same.

Questions and issues about the congregation’s building and future ministry, for instance, abound right now and provide focus for conflict and disagreement.

The forces of time and change raise new challenges that are not always easy to manage.
But, God’s presence continues to be with God’s people even as these challenges are taken on.

I believe that the congregation needs to work through some of these significant challenges during this interim ministry period… and I’ll begin focusing on these questions and challenges immediately.

The movie I watched last night was filled with all kinds of epic battle scenes… it’s sort of the thing to do in movies these days.

The scenes were done well in portraying, without lots of gruesome images, the power and awfulness of human battle… we can inflict lots of hurt on one another.

Interestingly, the movie also suggested something about it not being totally necessary… the characters of the story had other options and resources available to bring things about differently.

That is my hope… that the kinds of damage that people can inflict upon one another can be avoided with more effective process to do things differently, in less costly ways… that can produce good things for community life and ministry.
We will engage into those processes immediately… with the hope and expectation of a creative God in our midst.

I’ll meet after worship in the Naomi room to begin some discussion about all of this… those who wish can meet with me then.

(Note – we decided to meet weekly after worship until about 11 AM… Joan will be providing consultant leadership as provided through the synod office.)

The hymn we sing is a Trinitarian text carried by a delightful melody used for many years in an Advent Hymn of our church.
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